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Chinese aluminium company. Relating to territorial soverignty and national
security of Vietnam, the development project of bauxite caused a fierce public
criticism.

In addion to the powerful support of China for Myanmar military govern-
ment, the ideological cooperation between Beijing and Hanoi as well as the
advance of Chinese capital, technology and labor force into Vietnam will have
any affects to the regional order in East and Southeast Asia.

Australia’s “Middle Power” Strategy toward
Asian Regionalism

ITO Go and Joel Rathus

This paper seeks to explain how Australia has sought to further its na-
tional interests and increase its diplomatic influence in Asia. Managing re-
lations with Asia, especially in light of rise of Chinese power and the decline
of the US as global hegemon, is Australia’s most important foreign policy
problem. In managing its foreign relations with Asia, Australia must strike
a careful balance. Becoming deeply involved in Asian affairs risks entan-
glement in Sino-Japanese great power rivalry. But neither will Australia’s
national interests be served by remaining aloof from Asian affairs, as it risks
isolation from the decisions which might affect Australia’s national security
or economic well being.

In striking this balance, this paper will argue that Australia has adopted
a ‘middle power’ diplomatic strategy. This strategy is aimed at securing Aus-
tralia’s national interests in regional stability and the continued relevance
of Australia to regional affairs by assertive, flexible and low key diplomacy.
This strategy has also inclined Australia towards the building up of ad hoc
coalitions or networks to deal with specific issues, an approach which has
lead Australian promotion of and support for Asian regional multilateral-
ism. Based on this middle power strategy, the Hawke-Keating administra-
tion helped sponsor the formation of the APEC and the ARF. The Howard
administration too, despite its preferred bilateral approach and close coor-
dination with US, saw to it that Australia joined the Treaty of Amity and
Cooperation (TAC) and the East Asia Summit (EAS). More recently, the cur-
rent Prime Minister Kevin Rudd has been more proactive in the pursuit of
building regional security architecture.

This paper will argue that Australia approach to Asia under the middle
power strategy is chiefly driven by external factors. In particular, this paper
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will address the Sino-Japanese rivalry and the changing role of the US in
the region as causes for Australia’s desire for ‘friends’ in Asia. However it
is impossible to factor out entirely movements within Australia’s domestic
politics. In particular, it is necessary to discuss the 1996 and 2007 elections,
at which Government changed hands from the Australian Labor Party (ALP)
to the Liberal-National Coalition (LNC) and back again. While each admin-
istration has had differing approaches and assessments of Asia, this paper
will seek to explain the underlying national strategy of Australia.

Open Regionalism and East Asian
Community-building: Japan’s Perspectives on
the East Asia Summit

OGA Toru

The aim of this paper is to assess the prospects and limits of East Asian
community-building by examining perspectives on Japanese foreign policy
in the East Asia Summit. With reviewing international relations theories
that observe a development of Asian regionalism, this paper focuses on the
principles, norms, and orders of the East Asian community. While insti-
tutionalizations and the organization of East Asian regionalism have been
rapidly implemented within the framework of the ASEAN Plus Three since
the Asian financial crisis of 1997-8, a proposal of regular regional-level Sum-
mit (known as the East Asia Summit) has been one of focal issues of dis-
cussion from the earliest times of cooperation. Whereas it has been mostly
argued that the membership of the East Asia Summit and East Asian com-
munity would be East Asian countries, namely the ASEAN Plus Three coun-
tries, Japan has, from the beginning, insisted on inclusion of non-East Asian
members, such as Australia, New Zealand, and India. Furthermore, Japan’s
discourses on the East Asian community focus on concepts of democracy, hu-
man rights, and global norms, and thus emphasize bridging a gap between
global principles and regional orders. In other words, an important rationale
for examining Japanese perspectives on the Summit is to assess whether
East Asian community-building has harmonized with existing global princi-
ples and norms.

As this paper assumes, “open regionalism” has played a central role in
Japan’s perspectives on regional community-building. The open regionalism
discourses that were conceptualized in the late 1970s and early 1980s aimed
to establish a tangent point between the Japan-U.S. alliance and Asian re-
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gional solidarity. In the 1990s, the APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion) institutionalized that concept by bridging intra-regional economic co-
operation with extra-regional economic liberalization. That is, open region-
alism has been the functional political concept that is articulated between
global principles and regional orders.

This paper regards Japan’s perspectives on the Summit as a continua-
tion of the open regionalism discourses, and assesses the significance of open
regionalism in relation to the principles and norms of East Asian regional
order. By borrowing theoretical frameworks of previous literatures on in-
ternational relations and Asian Regionalism, and by critically examining
Katzenstein’s pronous regionalism and Pempel’s geopsychology, this paper
constructively evaluates the global importance of open regionalism in East
Asian community-building. For research purposes, this paper assesses a se-
ries of Japanese foreign policy discourses in the Summit during the Koizumi,
Abe and Fukuda periods, and uncovers the global significance of open region-
alism from the standpoint of articulated global and regional political orders.

Asian Regional Integration and the
Cross-strait Controversy

HIRAKAWA Sachiko

Any kind of Asian multilateral or regional framework necessarily faces
the unique cross-straits reality. Two governments, China and Taiwan, which
are at the same time politically antagonistic but economically interdepen-
dent, peacefully co-exist in the global society. How do existing regional in-
stitutions deal with the cross-straits controversy and authorize their affilia-
tions? To answer the above question, this article examines the three cases
of GATT/WTO, APEC, EAS, by focusing on the historical backgrounds and
institutional bases for the participation of China and Taiwan.

This study argues that conflicting parties within a divided state are able
to co-exist in multilateral frameworks by means of adopting an operational
name and devising flexible membership criteria. Simultaneous participa-
tion, however, remains risky unless the two parties remain disciplined to not
bring their local problems into the regional arena.

Dual and equal membership is most likely to happen in economic and func-
tional organizations, where the rule of “Separation between Politics and Eco-
nomics” functions. The GATT/WTO is such a case. In addition, throughout
the process, the US-led major signatories had informally agreed that the
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membership question of China and Taiwan would be treated as a package
on a equal basis. This “sit in the same bus” formula contributed to avoiding
their conventional zero-sum game. Taiwan joined the international economic
regime by adopting the status of a “customs territory.”

The APEC case suggests that an institutionally weak framework is vul-
nerable to directly fall into the pit of a bilateral political battleground. As
the nature of the APEC was shifting from economic to political, Lee Teng-
hui’s “Chinese Taipei,” which was affiliated as an “economy,” aggressively
advanced into the APEC with its pragmatic diplomacy. After years of me-
diation efforts the APEC members recently found the best compromise is to
allow Taiwan’s participation in the form of “non-governmental” or “private”
status in the APEC summits.

Meanwhile, China has isolated Taiwan from the EAS. Without US pres-
ence, China has actively taken initiative in organizing East Asian regional-
ism with ASEAN by emphasizing the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in
Southeast Asia (TAC) as the central instrument. China actively promotes
the core values of the TAC such as sovereignty and non-intervention in or-
der to pursue a non-conciliatory “One China” policy. This adversely affects
Taiwan’s possible association with the EAS. As long as signing the TAC is
required as prerequisite for gaining its membership, the EAS will continue
to prevent Taiwan from appearing in both security agenda and membership
question.

The European Union’s Economic Sanctions
against African Countries: A Quantitative
Analysis of the Initiation of Economic
Sanctions

TANAKA Seiki

Why are economic sanctions initiated? This paper will describe through
quantitative analysis the conditions under which a state or states impose
economic sanctions against autocratic regimes. Conventional wisdom argues
that norms or interests are important factors leading to the initiation mech-
anism: economic sanctions are likely to be imposed against countries which
violate democratic norms or do not have significant trade ties with sender
states. Norms or interests, however, can not explain the actual pattern of
initiation of economic sanctions.



