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Cases of civil society and network NGOs in ASEAN

oo d
(000000000000000)

OGA, Toru

(Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, Kyushu University)

Abstract

This paper focuses on the dynamics of civil society that the ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian
Nations) recently has activated at the regional level by examining regional-level civil society organisations
and network NGOs, such as LAWASIA and FORUM-ASIA. It also uncovers how the ASEAN has established,
maintained and changed the concepts of civil society and human rights. In addition, the paper investigates the
relationships between regionalism and the institutionalisation of the human rights mechanism. Discourses on
civil society and human rights in ASEAN have been associated closely with political discourses, including re-
gionalism and communitarianism; and the normative discourses in Asian civil society have unfolded, more or
less, with the acceptance of these tides. While examining the human rights discourses of civil society
organisations and network NGOs, and focusing on special and unique features of human rights discourses in
Southeast Asia, the paper explores the dynamics of Asian civil society and human rights that might differ from
Western NGOs’ practices.
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