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In the world's poorest countries, mothers risk their lives giving
birth and millions of children die each year from treatable,
preventable causes such as diarrhoea.
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The Challenge QUICKFACTS

Every year, more than half a million mothers die from complications during child kirth and 8.8 million children 9.2 million children

die before their fith bithday. The vast majority of maternal and child deaths occur in the world's poorest

countries. Diseases such as pneumaonia, diarrhoea, malaria and measles, which are no longer burdens in under the age of five die each year, mostly from
rich countries, are still the leading cause of child death worldwide. Women in sub-Saharan Africa have a one preventable and treatable causes.

in 26 chance of dying in childbirth, compared to only one in 4,800 for wamen in the United States. Weak health
systemns are one ofthe biggest reasons behind this enormous gap. A lack of health care workers, clinics and
equipment means many waomen and children don't have access to basic health services including 550:“““ mothers

immunisations and care for expectant mothers. die each year during childbirth,

The Opportunity

80% of matemal deaths
Millions of lives could be saved if known technologies were available to mothers and children in the world's

i . : could be prevented if women had access to basic
poorest countries. Ifwomen had access to basic maternal health services, 80% of maternal deaths could be P _ w
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